Supporting Experimental procedures

Constructions of plasmid and strains
Plasmid pIMA227 was constructed by cloning a 1 kb SalI-KpnI fragment containing the entire mxiC gene (including its ribosome binding site) into the IPTG inducible vector pACT3 (Dykxhoorn et al., 1996) . pIMA227 was transformed into the mxiC mutant (strain mxiC/pACT3mxiC) and MxiC expression was titrated using IPTG.
Contact hemolysis
Contact hemolysis was performed as previously described (Blocker et al., 1999) . Briefly, 100 μl of freshly prepared red blood cells (5×10 8 ml -1 ) were mixed with 100 μl of exponentially grown bacteria at an MOI of 20 in a 96-well rounded plate, centrifuged and incubated at 37°C 1h. The cells were then resuspended, centrifuged and 100μl of the supernatant transferred to a new plate were the optical density at 405 nm was measured. The percentage of hemolysis (P) was calculated using the equation P: [(X-B)/ (T-B)] x100, where X is the optical density value of the sample analysed; B is the baseline of the assay and was set with red blood cells (RBCs) incubated with Tris-saline instead of bacteria; T is total hemolysis and was the value obtained when RBCs were incubated with Tris-saline containing 1% Triton X-100. 
